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more interested had practically declined to follow Germany's
lead. The Concert was vital and could only be maintained by
mutual concessions. Since no Power was prepared to fight for
Greece, it was a mistake to re-open conferences with their
antagonists. The only pacific solution was to sacrifice what we
really wanted and to take what we could get. Peace was neces-
sary at the moment, and Greece might regard the present
settlement as a first instalment pending the dissolution of the
Turkish Empire, and bide her time.

Lord Ampthill remonstrated strongly. Such an attitude
appeared to his English mode of reasoning "insufficient and
unsatisfactory," but Bismarck made it clear that Great Britain
could expect nothing more from him. "Her Majesty's Govern-
ment could doubtless enforce a more satisfactory [solution] to
Greece by coercive measures, but he doubted whether Austria
or Russia would support England, and as he had said from the
beginning, he could personally only give the support of Germany
to a pacific solution."1

The Ambassadors had agreed on a line by 29 March, but
Bismarck adopted the attitude that he had lost all interest in the
matter since his advice had been rejected at Constantinople,2
though his apparent indifference was not proof against a further
attempt to alter the note. He called Radowitz sharply to account
for telegraphing such an alteration, and tartly ordered him to
reply at once and name the colleague responsible for it. "As
far as I have been able to ascertain," wrote Lord Ampthill,
"Radowitz makes the French and Russian representatives
responsible for the collective proposal of his colleagues."3 When
Lord Dufferin visited Berlin in the middle of April, Bismarck
told him that he approved the procedure of handing over
the ceded territory, whereby the Porte should transfer it to
Britain, who would pass it on to Greece.4

Agreement was reached on 7 May, and Russell regarded this
as a triumph for the "ability, tact and patience" of H.M.G. but
it was not until 14 November that at last the Sultan handed
over to Greece the portion that had been awarded to her so
long ago. For three years the Greek and Montenegrin qu'estions
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